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“Bein' Good” 
A Puppet Skit 

by 
Tom Smith 

 
What Susie explains to Willie that there's nothing you can do to earn a gift. 

Themes: Salvation, Gift, Grace, Faith 
 
Who Susie 

Sammy 
Willie 

  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Wrapping paper 
Shaving Cream 
Party hats 
Bible book mark 

 
Why Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
How *See the end of this script. 
 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Susie is wearing a party hat and talking to herself. 

Susie: Oh, I just love birthday parties! Especially when they’re mine. (Concerned) 
Oh my, I do hope everything is ready. (Becoming worried) Gee, maybe 
we’ll run out of cool-aid. Maybe I won’t get any presents. (Begins to 
panic) Maybe no one will even show up. 

There is a knock at the door.  

Susie:  (Sounding relieved) Whew! Oh, good, somebody’s here. (Shouting) Come 
in! 

Willie and Sammy enter greeting Susie.  

Both: Hi Susie! Happy Birthday! 

Susie:  (Upbeat) Why, thank you.  

Sammy:  Mom said that I should say "thank you" for inviting me. 

Susie:  Well, you’re sooooo welcome. I’m just glad you could come. You two are 
the first ones here. 

Sammy:  (Extending his arm with a gift in hand) Uh, here’s a present for ya. You can 
open it now if you want to. It’s a coloring book. 

Susie: Thank you Sammy. I think I’ll wait till everyone gets here. Then I’ll try to 
act really surprised when I open it. 

Sammy:  Okay, whatever. 

Susie: (Pointing) There are some party hats over there if you guys want one. 

Willie and Sammy, excitedly: Yeah…thanks!  

Willie:  (Looking at Sammy) Race ya.  

Sammy:  Okay.  

Both Willie and Sammy race offstage in the direction Susie pointed to. They may be heard 
quarreling about who gets which hat. In a few moments they both return wearing a party 
hat. 

Willie: (Holding out his hand with a small wrapped gift in it) Uh…here’s my 
present, Susie. I think it’s probably about the best present I ever got ya. 
Maybe the best present you ever got in your whole life. 
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Susie:  Well, maybe the second best ever. 

Willie:  (Confused) Huh? 

Susie: Well, my first best gift ever would have to be God’s gift of salvation. 
Because of that, I’ll get to be with Him in heaven someday. 

Willie:  (Slightly embarrassed) Oh yeah, ha… I forgot about that one. That’s 
definitely the best gift alright. And that’s why I’m trying to be good too. 
So I can go to heaven. 

Susie:  But Willie… bein’ good isn’t how we get to heaven. 

Willie:  (Confused) Huh? 

Susie:  That’s right. Bein’ good doesn’t get us into heaven. In fact, there’s 
nothing we can do at all to earn our way there. 

Willie:  (Surprised) You mean …I’ve been wasting my time bein’ good for 
nothing? 

Susie:  No, Willie. We’re supposed to be good. But salvation isn’t something we 
can earn by being good. It’s a totally free gift.  

Willie:  (Shaking his head) Now I’m really confused. 

Sammy:  (Interrupting) Uh, excuse me. Apparently they haven’t written any more 
lines in this script for me so, if it’s alright with you Susie, I’m just gonna 
go downstairs and check out the birthday cake. Okay? 

Susie:  Sure Sammy. You go on ahead. It’s chocolate with yummy fluffy white 
vanilla frosting on top. (Sternly) But don’t you dare touch it. We need to 
wait till my mom gets back home so she can put the candles on it. 

Sammy:  (Disappointed) Ah gee. Okay, then I’ll just go look at it. (Sammy exits.) 

Susie:  (Turning her attention back to Willie) Now let’s see. Where was I? Oh yes, 
now I remember. Let me see if I can explain it this way. (Pointing) Ya see 
that birthday present you brought me? 

Willie: (Nodding and holding up the gift) Yeah.  

Susie:  Okay. Now, how much do I owe you for it? 

Willie:  (Confused) But you’re not supposed to pay me for it. It’s your birthday 
present. It’s free. 
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Susie: (Pleased) That’s right. It’s a free gift from you to me. If I had to pay you for 
it, or trade you something for it, or work for it, then it wouldn’t be free at 
all, now would it? 

Willie:  No…I guess not. 

Susie: Well, that’s the way it is with our salvation. It’s a free gift from God to us. 
We don’t work for it…or be good for it…or anything. We just simply 
have to accept it. 

Willie:  Wow. Just accept it, huh? 

Susie:  That’s right. Just accept it. 

Willie:  And …it don’t cost anything? 

Susie:  Not us. 

Willie:  But didn’t somebody have to pay for it? 

Susie:  Yes, somebody did. God paid for it.  

Willie:  (Thinking) Hmmmm. What did it cost Him? 

Susie:  His Son. (Sadly) It cost Him His Son…Jesus. 

Willie:  (Nodding slowly as he begins to understand) Ohhhhhh…yeah. Now I get 
it. You’re talking about Jesus dying on the cross for us, aren’t you? 

Susie:  (Pleased) That’s right. And when we put our faith in Jesus, and believe 
that God has raised him from the dead, we will have eternal life. And 
we’ll spend forever and ever with Him in heaven. It says in Ephesians 2:8 
God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation 
doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s gift.  

Willie:  Gosh, Susie, you sure are smart. And you know lots of Bible stuff. 

Susie:  Thank you Willie. That’s why I like to study my Bible and pray. So I can 
know as much about God as I possibly can. He loves us soooooo much. 
And He wants us to spend time with Him. 

Willie:  Yeah. That’s for sure. (Pause.) So Susie, you wanna go ahead and open 
your best…I mean…(chuckling) your second best present ever? 

Susie:  (Tempted) Well. I guess it will be okay. I was going to wait till the rest of 
the guest arrived but I’m too excited. I’ll open it now.  
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Susie will look downward and the sound of wrapping paper being removed will be heard. 
The audience will see the paper being tossed upward as Susie excitedly opens her gift. 

Susie:  (Excited) A new Bible book marker. (Holds the gift up) Oh thank you Willie. 
I really needed a new marker. My old one is just about worn out. 

Willie:  (Excitedly) Yeah, I know. I noticed that during Sunday school last week. 
That’s when I decided to get you a new one. 

Susie: Oh thank you, Willie. That’s about the best gift… 

Willie:  (Interrupting) Second best. 

Susie:  (Laughing) Yeah, the second best gift ever. Thank you so much. (Susie 
gives Willie a hug). 

Willie:  (Freakin’ out) Egads!  Don't go getting mushy on me now.  

Susie:  (Disappointed) Oh, okay.  

Willie:  Ya think maybe we’d better check in on Sammy? 

Susie:  Yeah, good idea. 

Willie:  (Hollering down toward Sammy) Hey Sammy, come on back upstairs. 

Sammy:  (Unseen by audience, shouts back) Okay, I’ll be right up. Is the party over? 

Susie: (Shouting) No, the party’s not over.  (Concerned) You didn’t touch any of 
the fluffy white vanilla frosting did you? 

Sammy:  (Innocently) Who, me? (Pops up with vanilla all over his face and hands) I 
wouldn’t do that. 

Susie:  (Angry) Sammy!!!! 

Willie:  (Shouting) Run Sammy. (Willie and Sammy exit quickly as Susie chases 
after them). 

Susie:  (Chasing after Willie and Sammy) Oh you guys.  

The end. 

*Author’s note: For the vanilla frosting on Sammy’s face and hands you can use shaving 
cream. It cleans up easily. You might even consider placing some in Sammy’s hair. The more 
the merrier.  
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Additional Scripture verses that may be helpful in this skit. 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people. Titus 2:11. 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. Ephesians 
2:4-5. 

For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:10. 

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. Mark 16:16. 

But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be 
grace. Romans 11:6. 
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Tips for performing with puppets: 

Puppets are wonderful tools for sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ in a fun, 
lighthearted way. What great joy it brings to hear the laughter of children when your 
performance goes well. I would like to take just a moment to focus on a few areas that 
I believe are key in order for that to happen. 

The first has to do with the stage (curtain) itself. PREPARE YOUR WORK AREA. How you 
feel behind the curtain can make a big difference in how your presentation is seen in 
front of it. You will want a large enough work area behind the curtain to allow three or 
four puppeteers to maneuver comfortably behind it. A short stool or a rolled up 
blanket can provide relief from the discomfort to your knees and back. Proper lighting 
is a must. This will help prevent you from losing your place while reading from the 
script. You may want to attach several copies of the script to the back of the curtain 
and have each puppeteer highlight their individual parts.  

Next, because puppets are mostly expressionless, you will need to give them their 
spirit and vigor. BE HIGHLY EXPRESSIVE AND ANNIMATED. Wave those arms, raise your 
voice and include lots of wows, boings, zonks and thuds! Children love that. 

The presentation is most important. It is so easy for a good skit to suddenly go bad due 
to poor delivery. Reading over a script two or three times before performing it can 
make a world of difference. COMMIT TO MEMORY AS MUCH OF THE SCRIPT AS 
POSSIBLE. This will free you up to spend more time concentrating on the handling of 
your puppet….adding slap-stick humor, etc. ALWAYS KNOW WHAT YOUR PUPPET IS 
DOING. Is he positioned too high up….or down too low. Is he looking at who he’s 
speaking to. Are his lips in sync with your words. 

And finally…..don’t forget the ‘risk’ factor. By this, I mean to be bold. Take risks. Dare to 
be differently. So what if your puppet (or your audience) gets a little wet. Who cares if 
your puppet ends up with whipped cream (shaving cream) on its face or with a little 
Play-Doh in its hair? It all comes out in the wash. DO THE UNEXPECTED. Your children 
will love it. If they are still talking about your puppet skit days, or even weeks, after it’s 
over you’re probably doing something right. In short, HAVE FUN! 

1. Prepare your work area 
2. Be expressive 
3. Commit to memory much of the script and know what your puppet is doing 
4. Do the unexpected 
5. Have fun. 
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